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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 122 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Assay Department, 
August 3, 1880 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent &c &c 


Sir 


I have the unwelcome task of informing you, that Mr. Hartranft wishes to leave, to go 
into the Custom House; and that in a very few days. 


I beg leave to recommend, for the same position, Mr. Austin Farrell, of Pleasant Mills, 
Atlantic County, New Jersey; but a native of this city. His father, John W. Farrell, formerly in 
business here, afterwards in St. Louis, is well known to merchants and others here, and highly 
esteemed. 


I have sufficient acquaintance with the young man, now about 22 years old, to believe 
that he is unusually well suited to the work. This cannot be said of most young men, who cannot 
well bear the close and monotonous work of the assay-balance. But I am the more encouraged to 
make this nomination, or at least to ask a trial of him, by what I learn from Professor Thomas M. 
Droun, of Lafayette College. He remarks — “It gives me pleasure, in response to your letter, to 
give a good account of Mr. Farrell. He is thoroughly in earnest, faithful, and conscientious. He is 
working mainly on iron and iron ores. He is always perfectly gentlemanly in his bearings, and 
would inspire confidence, as well as do faithful work.” 


Of course I leave the rate of wages to your own direction. 
Very respectfully, 


Wm. E. Du Bois 
Assayer 


